604     EUROPE: A GEOGRAPHICAL SURVEY

of the least-known regions of Europe. In the central part of the country
the slopes are more rounded and the valleys wider, thus creating condi-
tions favorable for the support of a larger and more prosperous popu-
lation. The relief again becomes more rugged in the south, and here
grazing is almost the sole activity of man. Level land throughout the
country is limited to local basins and to a narrow coastal plain. This
latter is the result of emergence, and, although fertile, it is marshy and
malarial, and supports only a very sparse population.

In such an environment the population is almost entirely engaged
in pastoral activities and primitive agriculture. The lack of transpor-
tation facilities compels the peasants to be almost self-supporting. They
produce their own food, clothing and shelter, and buy or sell very little.
each year. There are only one short railway, few bridges, and only
1038 miles of roads throughout the country. Recently conditions have
improved, due to the assistance of the Italians in the construction of
military highways and a railway from Durres (Durazzo) to Tirane
(Tirana). However, the average Albanian seldom, leaves the vicinity
of his mountain home. His time is taken up in the pasturing of sheep
and cattle, or in the cultivation of small valley fields. Usually neither
the flocks and herds nor the fields are his, but belong to some hereditary
chieftain or to the state.

In such a society towns and cities are relatively unimportant. In
Albania they contain only 13 per cent of the population. Tirane, the
capital, and Korge (Koritsa) are the principal cities, but are little more
than enlarged villages. The nation has five ports, but most of the trade
passes through Durres. *

The principal products of the country are timber, cattle, wool, hides,
cheese, dairy products, fish, olive oil, tobacco, and some grain. These
also form the nation's exports, while the imports consist of manufac-
tured goods and some food. Italy takes 57 per cent of the exports and
supplies 61 per cent of the imports, the rest of the trade being widely
scattered. Both the total and the per capita trade are extremely low,
indicating again the backward economic condition of the country.
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